
Wrap-up and final remarks



Aim with the webinar

To increase knowledge of PFAS chemicals, their concerns, development of 
PFAS legislation and sharing experiences from companies phasing out 
PFAS

To initiate a dialogue within the supply chain of non-stick food contact 
articles and to motivate for a collaborative transition towards PFAS-free 
kitchenware 

Organiser: POPFREE Industry, coordinated by RISE 



Watch these!!!

Dark Waters (2019) - IMDbThe Devil We Know (2018) - IMDb

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9071322/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7689910/


PFAS exposure upon use?  

Particles and gases can start to form in overheating conditions (> 260 °C) 

An empty frying pan quickly rises to high temperatures 

Exposure of PFAS possible if you don’t use the fluoropolymer-coated frying pan as recommended

Home test with non-stick frying pan shows 
400 ° C after 2 minutes on induction hob at 
maximum power. 



Life-cycle perspective!!! 

79% Fluoropolymer manufacture

Percentage of total historical (1950-2004) global PFCA
emissions per source 

Continuous release of PFAS 
results in increasing levels and 
increasing probabilities of known 
and unknown effects. The exposure 
is not reversible. 

Prevedouros, Konstantinos, et al. "Sources, fate and transport of perfluorocarboxylates." 
Environmental science & technology 40.1 (2006): 32-44.

Lohmann, Rainer, et al. "Are fluoropolymers really of low concern for human and environmental 
health and separate from other PFAS?." Environmental Science & Technology 54.20 (2020): 

12820-12828.
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		Fluoropolymer Manufacture		7000		79%		Fluoropolymer Manufacture

		Fluoropolymer Dispersion - PFOA		300		3%		Fluoropolymer Dispersion - PFOA
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PFCAs Historical Emissions
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High cost of 
passivity

The costs to society as a result 
of PFAS exposure are high, the 
annual health-related costs are 
estimated at € 58-84 billion 
throughout Europe.

In addition, PFAS pollution 
affects ecosystems and 
generates costs through the 
need to clean up polluted land 
and water (estimated at € 17-
170 billion over the next 20 
years).

58-84 
billion 
Euros

Nordic Council of Ministers, 2019, The cost of inaction - A socioeconomic 
analysis of environmental and health impacts linked to exposure to PFAS, 

TemaNord No 516.



Proposal for broader PFAS regulation
Possible implementation 2025?

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/chemicals-strategy_en

• A large number of substances makes it 
impossible to evaluate substance by substance

• Most PFASs have similar properties that are 
worrying

• To avoid ”regrettable substitution”

PFAS should only be allowed for essential uses

• Necessary for health and safety or critical for 
society, and

• If there are no technically / economically 
available alternatives

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/chemicals-strategy_en


The raised concerns of PFASs are the 
reason why retailers and producers 
ask (or will ask) details about the 
chemical ingredients and request 
PFAS-free alternatives/solutions



ChemSec PFAS Movement

https://chemsec.org/pfas/

https://chemsec.org/pfas/




Make it easy for the consumer!

It is challenging for consumers to make 
educated sustainable choices with no 
information about chemical content and green 
wash attempts. 

General: Beware of "PFOA-free" - This just 
means that it does not contain PFOA, but may 
contain other PFAS. 

Buy me, I am 
PFOA-free! Lets 
not inform that 
I contain lots 
of other PFASs

Buy me, I am 
biodegradable
(and contain 

PTFE that never 
degrades)!  



Have a dialogue within 
your value chains! 



Are you interested in a further dialogue, 
collaboration and/or participation in a 
future competence centre, contact us! 

Lisa Skedung, lisa.skedung@ri.se
Tonie Wickman, tonie.wickman@ri.se

POPFREE Industry - A competence centre 
for a circular and PFAS-free industry | 

RISE

mailto:lisa.skedung@ri.se
mailto:tonie.Wickman@ri.se
https://www.ri.se/en/popfree/popfree-industry


Thanks for participating!!! 

Lisa Skedung, lisa.skedung@ri.se
Tonie Wickman, tonie.wickman@ri.se

mailto:lisa.skedung@ri.se
mailto:tonie.Wickman@ri.se
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